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We cannot choose where we arrive, 
but we can choose our path forward.

A Story of Building Stewardship of Understanding 
and Consilience of Care

PEOPLE   +   PLACE   + POTENTIAL
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1st Architectural ANIMATION on PBS Chicago
Animating Architecture, the Keanes capture creative imagination in the 
interpolative process. Producing two hours of animated shorts, they introduce 
structural, cultural, typological, and spatial understandings of architecture and 
design on the silver screen. The films are 

1st CD-ROM for Architecture Education by Architects
Translated into Spanish, AAII serves diverse populations around the world. 
AAII is in libraries in Australia, the Middle East, Asia, Europe and North 
America and is an acquisition in dozens of universities diversifying interest 
in architecture education and practice of the built environment around the 
world.

1st WEBSITE: Complex Interiority: Interiority Complex
We spend 90% of our lives indoors, often moving from designed environments 
to other designed environments filled with designed objects created by 
someone, someplace, somewhere. Shared in the Museum of the Art Institute of 
Chicago



The Purpose of Life 
is a Life of Purpose

Frequency to Fluency

Scripting  Life 

Every Moment is a 
Learning Moment
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1st City of Chicago Green Roof WEBSITE
Green Roofs are a social and economical investment in an improved 
relationship with nature. A friendly interactive web interface shares best 
practices, case studies, and intensive and extensive green roof plants with 
the public encouraging green infrastructure and biodiversity of life. 

Founded the 3rd Architecture Program in Chicago

The School of the Art Institute of Chicago Department of Architecture, Interior 
Architecture, and Designed Objects

Greening Shorewood High School
Connecting students, teachers, principals, professionals, and administrators
Into a Greening Shorewood Team, the Highschool Campus becomes a 
learning lab with Solar Thermal for the pool, Solar Panels offsetting electricity, 
raised urban AG Beds growing community food, water filtering bioswales in 
the parking lot and along Capitol Drive, and the first water Filtering Athletic 
Field in WI. Students conducted a survey of how (or not ) the environment was 
taught in separate subject. 





We live in a designed world.

We live in a Designed World.



nature’s ….

Nature’s…
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… and our own!



Let’s Learn About & From Them Together

Let’s Learn About & From Them Together
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%FTJHO is a noun %FTJHO is a verb

Write as many  things DQG�V\VWHPV�
you can think of in 1 minute!

Write as many DFWLRQV�DQG�processes  
you can think of in 1 minute!
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/BUVSF is a noun /BUVSF is a verb

Write as many  things DQG�V\VWHPV�
you can think of in 1 minute!

Write as many DFWLRQV�DQG�processes  
you can think of in 1 minute!

1$785(



https://www.next.cc/journey/discovery/evolution
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(PSDWK\

6WDUW�ZLWK�\RXUVHOI�DQG�ODEHO�\RXU�HVVHQWLDO�QHHGV�WR�OLYH�D�JRRG�
OLIH��7KHQ�FRQVLGHU�D�EHH��D�ELUG��D�PRXVH��D�WUHH��RU�D�WRGGOHU�

7KLQN�DERXW�ZKDW�OLYLQJ�D�JRRG�OLIH�PHDQV�IRU�\RX�DQG�GUDZ�
\RXU�WULDQJOH�DQG�WKHQ�DQG�FKRRVH�RQH�RI�WKH�RWKHUV�DQG�GUDZ�
D�WULDQJOH�RI�ZHOO�EHLQJ�IRU�WKLV�OLIH��7KLQNLQJ�IURP�DQRWKHU
V�
SHUVSHFWLYH�EXLOGV�HPSDWK\��

7UHH�

7RGGOHU�

<RX

%HH

%LUG

0RXVH

1(;7�FF�-RXUQDO�KWWSV���ZZZ�QH[W�FF�MRXUQH\�WRROV�MRXUQDO
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GUDZ�WKH�DUUDQJHPHQWV�RI�OHDYHV�

GUDZ�WKH�EDUN�RI�WKH�WUHH

GUDZ�WKH�VKDSH�RI�WKH�WUHH

GUDZ�WKH��PDLQ�	�VHFRQGDU\�EUDQFKHV

GUDZ�WKH�EDUN�RI�WKH�WUHH

 KWWSV���ZZZ�QH[W�FF�MRXUQH\�ODQJXDJH�WUHH�LGHQWLILFDWLRQ

GUDZ�\RXU�WUHH�DQG�ZULWH�LWV�W\SH�DQG�LWV�ODWLQ�QDPH��LGHQWLI\�NH\�IHDWXUHV

1(;7�FF�7UHH�,GHQWLILFDWLRQ

GUDZ�D�OHDI�IURP�WKH�WUHH

PEOPLE       +         PLACE         +      POTENTIAL

https://www.next.cc/


Producers

Decomposers

Herbivores

Top Carnivores

Carnivores & Omnivores

Solar Energy

En
e r

g
y  

F l
ow
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Green Roofs

Activity 1 – Layer Matching

Activity 2 – Draw it! 

Label the green roof layers given 
the list of layers below

- membrane protection

- insulation

- structural support

- drainage, aeration, water storage, root barrier

- growing medium

- vegetation

� URRÀQJ�PHPEUDQH

Draw different sedums (good plants for growing in Extensive green roofs) in each square

*5((1�522)6�-2851(<�KWWSV���ZZZ�QH[W�FF�MRXUQH\�GHVLJQ�JUHHQ�URRIV�2022 BIOMES JOURNEY https://www.next.cc/journey/discovery/biomes

Biomes

 Grasslands           Alpine              Savanna             Taiga        Desert               Tundra    Tropical
Rainforest  

Deciduous
Forest



NEXT.cc ©2017

9 Scales  
of Home

World

Region
Architecture

Space

Urban

Neighborhood

Object

Pattern

Nano

https://www.next.cc/journey/tools/scale



LearnxDesign Design THIS Place Keane & Keane 2015
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1,2,3
Connect!
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Adapted from Integral Sustainability Design, Mark Dekay Keane & Keane 2015

perspectives of experiences perspectives of behaviors

perspectives of cultures perspectives of systems





Powers of Ten
Rae and Charles Eames
http://www.powersof10.com/

I believe a blade of grass is no less than the 
journey work of the stars. 

Walt Whitman

http://www.powersof10.com/


The Mannahatta Project  Wildlife Conservation Society (http://welikia.org/m-map.php)



Everything is 
connected
(consilience)



creating new awareness + understanding + connectivity

Informal and  lifelong E-learning 24/7



TOOLS

LANGUAGES

DISCOVERY

DESIGN



CREATIVE PLACE-BASED CONNECTIONS

OPEN e-LEARNING RESOURCES FOR



i
it

we
its

perspectives of experiences perspectives of behaviors

perspectives of systemsperspectives of cultures

subjective objective

place
measurable
materiality

place
individual

perceptions

place
shared

significance

place
tangible & intangible
contexts

LearnxDesign Design THIS Place Keane & Keane 2015
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GHVFULEH�LQ���VHQWHQFHV GHVFULEH�LQ���VHQWHQFHV GHVFULEH�LQ���VHQWHQFHV GHVFULEH�LQ���VHQWHQFHV

OLVW�QHJDWLYH�DGMHFWLYHV OLVW�SRVLWLYH�DGMHFWLYHV� OLVW�QHJDWLYH�DGMHFWLYHVOLVW�SRVLWLYH�DGMHFWLYHVOLVW�SRVLWLYH�DGMHFWLYHV

GUDZ�WKH�SODFHGUDZ�WKH�SODFH GUDZ�WKH�SODFH GUDZ�WKH�SODFH



Use our senses, look, listen, feel, share stories

NEXT.cc Senses                           NEXT.cc Listening                       NEXT.cc Imagination                NEXT.cc Diagramming              NEXT.cc Collaboration

NEXT.cc Sound Mapping         NEXT.cc Story Telling                   NEXT.ccWalking NEXT.cc Weather                          NEXT.cc Nature Patterns



Use Senses to Explore and Experience a site  
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POEMS

PROJECT LOCATION/ SURROUNDING LAND MARKS

LOCATION PEOPLE OBJECTS ENVIRONMENTS MESSAGES SERVICES

TIME

ACTIVITY/PURPOSE

RESEARCH SUMMARY

AM
1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12

PM
1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12



Analyze a Space



LearnxDesign Design THIS Place Keane & Keane 2015

NEXT.cc CLimate NEXT.cc Measure NEXT.cc Scale                              NEXT.cc Proportion                       NEXT.cc Buildings As Bodies



MEASURE 
A SPACE 
OR AN 
OBJECT

https://www.next.cc/journey/tools/measure



https://www.next.cc/journey/discovery/buildings-as-bodies



NEXT.cc People               NEXT.cc Place  Exploration              Place Experience                      Experience Design                               Placemaking



Power of 10

10 destinations
10 activities
10 views
10 ages involved
10 materials
10 planting materials
10 places to sit!

What does Power of10 
mean to you and your 
places? 

https://www.next.cc/journey/tools/placemaking

10
Places in 
your city

10
Places in 
your city



Metropolitan Planning Council Placemaking w/Project for Public Spaces
https://www.next.cc/journey/tools/placemaking



What’s missing?

https://www.next.cc/journey/tools/placemaking
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CREATIVITY CONNECTIONS https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x7H23RtmMGyd7dopno-LEtyZZvVIZCSF/view



Replace Biodiversity

https://www.next.cc/journey/discovery/outdoor-classrooms



Nature Die

NEXT.cc 2020 https://www.next.cc/journey/tools/placemaking;

Bushes

Water Trees

Rocks

Grass Hills
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NEXT.cc��;2020� IUUQT���XXX�OFYU�DD�KPVSOFZ�EJTDPWFSZ�CJPEJWFSTJUZ

Birds

Bugs Worms

Squirrels

Chipmunks Butter!ies
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PEOPLE
PLACE
POTENTIAL

Cut out and fold and glue to make a People CUBE!

 https://www.next.cc/journey/tools/people

Friends

You

Community

Family Neighbors
Grand
Parents
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PEOPLE
PLACE
POTENTIAL

, LACE

placemaking

School Yard

Front Yard

Back Yard

Sidewalk RiverStreet
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PEOPLE
PLACE
POTENTIAL

OTENTIAL 

 https://www.next.cc/journey/discovery/site-programming

Plant

Draw

Collaborate

Build PlayPerform



Activate a Space







The Designing Mind: Place Based Literacy

Inquiring
Thinking
Research
Process
Making

Curiosity
Compassion
Exploring 
Critique
Reflection
Assessment
Experimenting
Diagramming
Prototyping
Testing
Evaluating

MLKeane © NEXT.cc

Every year in K12:  Scaffolded Experiences



PLACE BASED LITERACIES
ELEMENTARY
3rd Grade CREATIVITY in the CLASSROOM
4th Grade NATURE PLAY PROJECT

MIDDLE
6th Grade GREEN HOMES, GREEN CITIES
7th Grade GREEN YOUR SCHOOL
8th Grade WATER WORKSHOP: MNI WICONI WATER IS LIFE

HIGH SCHOOL
9th -12th Grade HIVE SUSTAINABILITY DESIGN HACK

BIOMIMICRY WORKSHOP
SILVER CITY PLACEMAKING WORKSHOP
CAB AVAILABLE CITY WORKSHOP





visual
built heritage

culture
urban identity

perspectives of experiences perspectives of behaviors

perspectives of systemsperspectives of cultures

subjective objective

place
literacies

place
literacies

place
literacies

place
literacies

LearnxDesign Design THIS Place Keane & Keane 2015



engaged  urban stewardsactive  participatory citizens

RELATIONAL MEMORIES

PLACE BASED LITERACY

CREATIVITY CONNECTIONS https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x7H23RtmMGyd7dopno-LEtyZZvVIZCSF/view

DESIGN LITERACY INTERNATIONAL 2022 lkeane@NEXT.cc


